
 

 

LEPC/DES/E-9-1-1 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

Columbus Fire Hall 

944 E Pike Ave, Columbus, MT 59019 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Maureen Wiltshire, Randy Smith, Steph Ray, Brad Kimble, Mark Crago, 

Charlie Hanson, Tom Frieders, Bill Pronovost,  Terry Brumfield, Marlo Pronovost, Travis Hansen, 

Rich Cowger, Chip Kem, Brendan Wiltshire, Leslie Price, Kevin Ray, Gaylen Daugherty, Gary 

Timm 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Pledge to the Flag 

b. Introductions 

c. Gaylen Daugherty moved to approve minutes as presented with the addition of 

Marlo Pronovost as an attendee at the last meeting, Maureen seconded. Minutes 

approved as presented. 

 

II. DES/FIRE WARDEN 

a. Stage II restrictions in place. Ag operation exemptions are available at the DES 

office. 

b. Rich: Northern Rockies, Northern Idaho have upwards of 40 large uncontained fires. 

Northern Rockies, Pacific NW and Northern California in planning stage level 5. No hand 

crews are available, if Stillwater County gets a fire we are on our own for a period of time. 

Fire in Red Lodge is approximately 30,000 acres and there are active fires Fergus and 

Hardin. Need to be ready to roll and pull people in for support functions as necessary. Six 

fire fighters have incurred injury this year. Facing same labor shortages everywhere. Auto 

aid with all county departments is in place. DNRC still has severity staffing available. 

Question on national guard activation (Marlo). Rich stated that is a complicated issue to 

get them on board, however it is possible. Gianforte will issue a letter to all state 

departments if they have volunteer fire fighters to see if they have available staff for this 

type of event.  

III. E-911 

a. Maureen stated she has started a new project with Absarokee Nye communication issue 

with short range antennas and a new repeater to increase coverage. Currently in the 

beginning stages of the project, only doing a study using a grant ARPA or homeland 

security to pay for a repeater if needed. Bids for different companies will be procured 

around the area. Chip is asked who is doing to the study. It is proposed to use Industrial 

for the study. Maureen stated that departments have had different experiences with 

different companies and will discuss other company’s options if so desired. Randy asked 



 

 

to see if Ryan would be interested in doing the study. Maureen is open to discussing 

options on who does the study after the meeting.  

IV. LEPC 
a. Maureen-add two new members to LEPC,  Sue Leuthold Molt and Chief Rylan Williams 

Nye Fire Department. Steph Ray moved to approve Sue Leuthold and Rylan William to 

the LEPC, Gaylen Daughtery seconded.  Recommendation will go to the Commission for 

consideration.  

b. Communication update: Maureen noted that in order to add the two new members to 

the Communication committee they need to be members of the LEPC. Adding these 

members will help facilitate the revival of the communication committee. Mark said the 

communication committee is a sub-committee of the LEPC. This will be on next month’s 

agenda. 

 

V. ROAD NAMES 

a. No new names – historical figure definition 

 

VI. NWS 

a. Tom Frieders updated the group on the extreme heat and low precipitation. This is the 

third driest year behind 1943 and 1988. We have only had 1.62” of precipitation since 

May 1st. Severe drought by the end of this week. State is experiencing extreme to 

exceptional drought with 80% of the state in extreme drought. Fall anticipate seeing 

trends below normal precipitation conditions and temps trending above normal. Cooler 

conditions coming with 80’s next week and then ramping up again the following week. 
 

VII. PHECP 

a. Leslie with Stillwater Billings Clinic said they are seeing a surge of COVID with the Delta 

variant.  Variant is transmitted more easily. Vaccinated people can still get the variant 

and/or COVID. 

 

VIII. EXERCISE COMMITTEE 

a. Will meet after this meeting. 

 

IX. OTHER 

 

a. Rich said for the first time there may be a need for law enforcement, EMAC -  

Emergency Compact offers a state to state outreach. This would be the first time that 

this would be enacted. Potential outreach can go to the east coast.  

Note: Please be aware of gas fire line incidents on right of way. Awareness depth of 

cover 3-4 feet but please be aware look for markers.  

 

X. ADJOURN 

a. ADJOURN 7:58 


